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acts of adoration, although he accepted these honors so far as
the interests of Religion were not concerned. He told them
that he was not what they thought, but only a Frenchman; that
the real Spirit who had made all had given to the French the
knowledge of iron, and the Ability to handle it as if it were
paste. He said that that Spirit, desiring to show his pity for
his Creatures, had permitted the French Nation to settle in
their country in order to remove them from the blindness in
which they had dwelt, as they had not known the true God, the
author of Nature, whom the French adored; that, when they
had established a friendship with the French, they would re-
ceive from the latter all possible assistance; and that he had
come to facilitate acquaintance between them by the discoveries
of the various tribes which he was making. And, as the Beaver
was valued by his people, he wished to ascertain whether there
were not a good opportunity for them to earry on Trade therein.

At that time, there was war between that Tribe and their
neighbors, the Malhominis. The latter, while hunting with the
Outagamis, had by mistake slain a Pouteouatemi, who was on
his way to the Outagamis. The Pouteouatemis, incensed at
this affront, deliberately broke the head of a Malhomini who
was among the Puans. In the Pouteouatemi Village there
were only women and old men, as the Young Men had gone
for the first time to trade at Montreal ; and there was reason to
fear that the Malhominis would profit by that mischance.
Perot, who was desirous of making their acquaintance, offered
to mediate a Peace between them. When he had arrived
within half a league of the Village, he sent a man to tell them
that a Frenchman was coming to visit them; this news caused
universal joy. All the youths ecame at once to meet him, bear-
ing their weapons and their warlike adornments, all marching
in file, with frightful contortions and yells; this was the most
honorable reception that they thought it possible to give him.
He was not uneasy, but fired a gun in the air as far away as he
could see them ; this noise, which seemed to them so extraordi-
nary, caused them to halt suddenly, gazing at the Sun in most
Iudicrous attitudes. After he had made them understand that
he had come not to disturb their repose, but to form an alliance



